Recollections
with

Thanksgiving
A Brief History of the
Beginnings of
the Lord’s Recovery
in the United States

James Reetzke

Editor’s Notes to the Web Version of
Recollections with Thanksgiving
The author of this book, James Reetzke, has generously made
this electronic version (slightly abridged) of Recollections
with Thanksgiving available to our website for the sake of the
encouragement of our young people. The printed version of
this book may be acquired in the USA by contacting:
Chicago Bibles & Books
3931 West Irving Park Road
Chicago, Illinois 60618
Telephone: (773) 478-0550
www.BiblesandBooks.com
Copyright held by Chicago Bibles and Books, 2015. No part
of this material should be duplicated for commercial purposes without written authorization.

First Edition, 2001
Second Edition, September 2004
Reformatted, June 2015

ISBN: 1-932029-08-7

Chicago Bibles & Books
3931 West Irving Park Road
Chicago, Illinois 60618
(773) 478-0550
www.BiblesandBooks.com

CONTENTS

Introduction

5

Witness and Yung-hsiang Lee Visit Los Angeles

6

Westmoreland Chapel, Los Angeles

7

Samuel and Lygia Chang Move to Los Angeles

8

T. Austin-Sparks Ministers in Los Angeles

9

Witness Lee Visits Los Angeles Again

10

Conference with Witness Lee—Palo Alto
and San Francisco

12

The Gruhlers and the Sparkses

15

Witness and Pao-ye Lee

17

Meeting Place of the Church in Los Angeles and
The All-Inclusive Christ Conference

20

The Odd Fellows Hall, Los Angeles

23

A Public Statement Made on May 19, 1963

28

The Summer Training of 1963

30

The Church in Altadena

32

Meeting Hall on Bonnie Brae

33

Meeting Hall on Van Ness

33

Meeting Hall on Elden

34

Naturalization of Witness Lee

35

Funeral Meeting of Samuel Chang

36

Bibliography

39

INTRODUCTION

The Lord’s recovery of the church life began almost three
centuries ago in Germany with Zinzendorf and the brothers with
him. The practice they had in the 1700s became even greater
in the 1800s among Darby and the Brethren in Britain. Today’s
practice of the church life began in 1920 with Watchman Nee
and those close to him. Throughout the centuries it has grown
richer, fuller, and broader. From China the recovery spread in
1948 through Witness Lee throughout the Far East.
The spread of the Lord’s recovery to the United States began
in 1959 with a “forerunner,” Samuel Chang, who was followed
by Witness Lee himself in 1962. At that time he took up residence in Los Angeles. From Los Angeles and the United States
the recovery has spread like the river that went out from Eden
and separated into four directions to cover the whole inhabited
earth (Gen. 2:10-14). From the United States the Lord’s recovery
spread to Europe, South America, Australia, and Africa. Brother
Lee felt confident in the beginning that the Lord would do this.
During the All-Inclusive Christ conference in Los Angeles (on
Monday, December 31, 1962, during the morning session), he
said, “I believe the Lord will start the recovery in this country” and
from the United States as the center it would spread worldwide.
The brief account that follows seeks to chronicle those early
days in Los Angeles where there was the collective realization,
“This was from the Lord, and it is marvelous in our eyes” (Mark
12:11).
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WITNESS AND YUNG-HSIANG LEE
VISIT LOS ANGELES

Witness Lee and his wife, Yung-hsiang, came to Los Angeles
in May of 1958. While there he spoke at Westmoreland Chapel (1505 S. Westmoreland Avenue, L.A., CA 90006). Brother
Lee spoke about the tree of life in Genesis 2 and the need for
Christians to eat daily of this tree which is a type of the Lord
as food to us. He asked the question, “Have you eaten Christ
today?” Never before were we asked such a question. Here he
was referring to the Lord’s word in John 6:57, “He who eats Me,
he also shall live because of Me,” but we had never considered
such a matter before.
Westmoreland Chapel was connected with Honor Oak
Christian Fellowship and Conference Center (abbr. hereafter
as “Honor Oak”) on Honor Oak Road in southeast London,
England. It was here that T. Austin-Sparks had ministered since
December 1926. Those who were meeting at Westmoreland
Chapel appealed to Brother Sparks for someone to come from
Honor Oak to support them and to minister to them. Brother
Sparks sent Brother C.J.B. Harrison to labor at Westmoreland.
In addition to speaking there, Witness and Yung-hsiang went to
the UCLA Medical Center for needed medical attention for Sister Lee.
As it was, she passed away less than a year later on April 24, 1959.
6

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE LORD’S RECOVERY

WESTMORELAND CHAPEL, LOS ANGELES

James and Elizabeth Reetzke began attending Westmoreland
Chapel regularly from June 1958, a little after Witness Lee’s first
visit. In October of that year, Brother Samuel Chang’s son and
daughter-in-law, Daniel and Anna, also began to meet at Westmoreland. When they came, they shared how their father was
related to Watchman Nee by marriage. Brother Nee had married
Brother Samuel Chang’s sister Charity (Chinese, Pi-hwei) Chang
in 1935. Both the Nee and the Chang families had been close to
each other for generations. When Watchman and Charity were
married, Samuel Chang was the best man, and his wife, Lygia,
was the maid of honor. They both stood to the bride’s left in
the wedding picture (Lee, W.N.: A Seer, 343). Brother Chang
also worked with Brother Nee in the pharmaceutical business
in Shanghai.
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SAMUEL AND LYGIA CHANG
MOVE TO LOS ANGELES

Samuel and Lygia Chang moved from Hong Kong to Los Angeles in July 1959. It was through Samuel Chang that we got to
know something of Watchman Nee and the church life in China
and the Far East. He spoke of his relationship to Watchman Nee
not just in terms of mere friends, relatives, and business partners
but of that “which exists between two Christian brothers.” Samuel
Chang said of him, “It was through fellowship with Watchman
Nee in 1927 that I was made clear concerning my salvation....He
ministered Christ to me in the spirit, bringing me into a genuine
and living enjoyment of the assurance of salvation....Watchman
Nee was a person who was thoroughly saturated with the Lord’s
presence,...a man whose inner being had been touched by the
Lord, and one who had acquired much rich experience from
being dealt with by the Lord....[As to the church,] I can testify that
his ministry regarding the church was not a doctrine, a theory, or
an unworkable plan. Not only did he teach what God revealed
to him concerning the church—he also put the revelation into
practice” (Lee, W.N.: A Seer, 125-128).
Samuel Chang also helped us to see something concerning
the church. He was faithful to the Lord in this matter. The more
he shared with us God’s view of the church and his experiences
of the church, the more we were infused with the desire to have
the church life ourselves in Los Angeles.
8
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T. AUSTIN-SPARKS MINISTERS IN LOS ANGELES

T. Austin-Sparks came to Los Angeles in 1959 and spoke at
Westmoreland Chapel. His ministry that Lord’s Day morning
was very impressive and his bearing quite striking. He had a
rich command of the English language and bore some eloquence in his delivery. The time with Austin-Sparks was not
soon forgotten.
Samuel Chang used that visit of Brother Sparks, though, to
remind us in one of his oft-repeated statements, “The ministry
is for the church, not the church for the ministry.” The function,
even the goal of any ministry, T. Austin-Sparks as an example,
should be for the church and its building up and not the church
for the ministry. The church is not a platform for the mere expression of any one ministry; rather, the built-up Body of Christ
is the goal of God’s economy.
Another expression of Samuel Chang, one he often reminded
us of, was “one city, one church; one church for one city.” Eventually, after much fellowship with much repetition, we got clear
and some of us began to “speak the same thing.” We became
clear through our brother’s faithful speaking.

9
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WITNESS LEE VISITS LOS ANGELES AGAIN

The longer we went on together at Westmoreland, however,
the more intense was our desire for the church life, which we
felt we did not have there and were not enjoying. Some of us
(including Samuel Chang, Ted Wen, and James Reetzke) felt that
we would not continue any longer at Westmoreland Chapel and
would even leave. It was at this point that Witness Lee came to
Los Angeles (Thursday, December 5, to Saturday, December 7,
1960). Some had not met him when he first came in 1958, so
this was the first time to meet our brother.
On Thursday evening we met at Samuel Chang’s house, 2303
W. 23rd Street, Los Angeles. At that time Witness Lee helped us
to become clear on a number of matters by posing a series of
questions and ministering the following:
1. What do we mean by church ground?
He said, “The church ground does not refer to the foundation
of the church but to its site. The local church is a representation
of the universal, like a foreign consulate in a city. If a country has
more than one consulate in a city, we would say that that government is divided. The proper ground in the Old Testament was
destroyed by the enemy, and God’s people were scattered and
exiled. Even after some of the exiles returned to Jerusalem, the
proper ground of oneness, some chose to stay in their divided
and scattered state. Today the ground has been lost, and there
is a scattering of God’s people.”
10
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2. Does the measure of Christ determine which is the right
church?
“We should not confuse the state or condition of the church
with the ground of the church. The state is spiritual, relative, and
comparative, whereas the ground is absolute and definite. If the
‘measure of Christ’ is the standard, it will always be possible to
find a church with a greater measure of Christ. The church in
Laodicea had a poor measure of Christ, but it was still the right
church.”
3. What should be our relationship to Christians in the
denominations?
“We should fellowship with them but do nothing to build up
their denomination. We even fellowship with brothers who are
Roman Catholics. As long as a brother is in Christ, there is a basis
for fellowship. But we should also be faithful to the one church
ground. Nehemiah’s word was, ‘Come back to Jerusalem. Leave
the ground of Babylon.’”
4. If we are convinced of the ground, can we speak in other
places?
“We need the personal guidance from the Lord, but be on
alert. Let them know that their ground is wrong. Daniel was a
prophet in Babylon, but his attitude was always toward Jerusalem.”
5. What should be our attitude toward groups who have no
ground, are not denominations, and yet preach the gospel?
“The Lord is sovereign. He speaks through whomever He
wishes. But be wise. The final goal is to build up something. The
final purpose is not only to bring sinners to Christ, but to build
them into one spiritual house.”
6. How does our stand affect our oneness with all Chris
tians?
“Our oneness can only be in Canaan and not in the Roman
Catholic Church. We must stand on the local ground, subject
ourselves to the authority of the Holy Spirit, and submit to the
self-denying cross. As long as we are still in Babylon, there can
be no real oneness.”
On Saturday afternoon, December 7, we met in Ted Wen’s
apartment. Brother Lee came there to report to us of the time
11
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he had just had with C.J.B. Harrison of Westmoreland Chapel.
For six hours (10 a.m.—4 p.m.), he and Brother Harrison met
together. Witness Lee said that things were not clear at Honor
Oak, but that Westmoreland was even more unclear. If Westmoreland were a denomination, we should leave it. He defined
a denomination as a group who had a special name or a special
fellowship (i.e., some are accepted, some rejected) or a special
doctrine. He also said that it was not clear whether or not they
were on the right ground. Brother Lee was not at peace and had
some reservation about Westmoreland. He asked the question,
“Is now the right time?” Continuing, he said, “We run a risk if
we continue in this line [remaining apart from Westmoreland].
Such would be a shame to the Lord, to His name, and to His
teaching. I am confident that the Lord will do a work in Los
Angeles. We do not want to frustrate the work of God at this
time. I am concerned for our future, so it is better to stop now
and wait and see. You cannot do anything that is doubtful. We
must always act from a pure conscience.”
On the following day, the Lord’s Day, we met together at
Westmoreland Chapel.
CONFERENCE WITH WITNESS LEE—
PALO ALTO AND SAN FRANCISCO

The next time we saw Witness Lee was during a conference held in Palo Alto and San Francisco, California, on the
weekend of April 14-16, 1962. Some of us drove up from Los
Angeles. Others came from Sacramento, San Francisco, and
the Bay Area.
The first message in Palo Alto (Saturday, April 14, 1962,
a.m.) was on “The Plan of God” based upon Ephesians 1:2223; 3:17; and Colossians 3:11. Witness Lee pointed out that
the church is both a gathering and the Body of Christ. As the
Body of Christ, it has the life of that person, Christ. The Body
cannot be separated from Him; the church is a part of Christ.
The church is the union of a people having the fullness of
Christ. It is not that of a single person. Individuality has been
12
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buried in baptism. Baptism is a first experience for new believers. “The church carries you in order to bury you.” Only Christ
lives. Christ is every part of His Body. All persons should be
excommunicated and Christ is all (Col. 3:11). Only one man
was created. Eve came out of Adam and was his fullness. The
church is the fullness of Christ.
The second message in Palo Alto (Saturday, April 14, 1962,
p.m.) was on “The Plan of the Ages” based upon Ephesians
1:8-11; 3:9-11. Witness Lee said that Colossians speaks of
Christ, the Head; Ephesians speaks of the Body, the church.
Both together make up the whole man, a corporate man. The
central meaning (purpose, mystery) of the whole universe is a
complete man, Christ and the church. On the bridge of time
between eternity past and eternity future, the plan of the ages
is being worked out, which was purposed in eternity and for
eternity. That purpose is that Christ is a vessel to express God
and the church is a vessel to express Christ. Where is God? In
Christ. Where is Christ? In the church. Satan is out to destroy
the expression of God and of Christ. The one thing that pleases
God the most is the church. The church is the masterpiece of
God’s whole creation.
The third message in Palo Alto (Lord’s Day, April 15, 1962,
a.m.) was on “The Unsearchable Riches of Christ” based upon
Ephesians 3:8 and 1:23. The riches of Christ are presented to us
by the apostle. If we receive his message we will enjoy Christ’s
riches. When we enjoy Christ’s riches we will become His fullness. Christ’s riches, e.g., wisdom, righteousness, justification,
sanctification, redemption, etc., are spoken of in all of the New
Testament. Christ is everything we lack. His riches to us are a
“blank check.” Those who pray for a need to be supplied may
be the ones to fulfill that need (Matt. 15: 32-39). The supply
of the riches we enjoy becomes the means to minister life to
others. Often the Lord will raise up an environment in which to
experience His riches. The fullness of Christ is the testimony of
Christ. The temple in the Old Testament was raised up by the
enjoyment of the riches of Christ, the good land. The temple
was the sum total of all the offerings. However, a lazy life led to
no produce, no offerings.
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The fourth message in Palo Alto (Lord’s Day, April 15, 1962,
p.m.) was “The Holy Spirit” based upon Ephesians 1:13-14;
2:18, 22; 3:16; 4:3, 3; 5:18-19; 6:17b-18. The Holy Spirit is
both a seal, a sign of ownership that we belong to God, and a
guarantee or earnest that what God has belongs to us. The way
to come into God’s presence is by turning on the switch of our
spirit as with a light bulb. Once in the spirit we are blended
with God. There is a power within that can cause our inner man
to be strengthened. God works in us like a pump that is used
to inflate a ball (3:16). The Spirit within should not be grieved
(4:30). That Spirit is a spirit of unity. In this room are many bulbs
but only one electricity. If there is no flow of electricity, there is
no unity (4:3). The Spirit is also for us to drink of and be filled
with (5:18). The more filling, the more praise, joyfulness, and
singing (5:19). We need to also put off the old man (the self),
put on the new man (Christ), and be renewed in the spirit of
the mind (4:22-24).
The conference then moved to San Francisco for the concluding two messages. The fifth message (Monday, April 16, 1962,
a.m.) was on “The Work of God throughout the Ages.” Witness
Lee shared how we need a blueprint to see how God is working today. Without this, the building work will look like chaos.
When the Word of God came to us in China, we accepted the
Lord Jesus and the Scriptures, but we rejected Christianity. We
also received the spiritual literature including church history,
biographies and autobiographies, messages (Apostolic Fathers
to the present), and commentaries. But we also realized God
was after a corporate vessel. The church was marred. There was
some recovery through Luther, but it led to state churches and
later private churches. Baptism was recovered, but it led to the
Baptists; elders led to Presbyterians; brotherhood of Christians
(Zinzendorf) led to Moravians; and sanctification (John Wesley)
led to Methodism. Darby made a cut with the world, Mueller
recovered a life of faith, and Hanna Smith stressed consecration
(and led to Keswick). Andrew Murray stressed fellowship with
the Lord, Jessie Penn-Lewis, the cross, and T. Austin-Sparks, the
resurrection.
The sixth message (Monday, April 16, 1962, a.m.) was on
14
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“Edification, Building Up, and Laying on of Hands.” Witness Lee
defined edification as a popular (man-made?) work that produces
individuals that are pretty to look at but are not built up. Building up includes the process of edification but produces as a final
product believers built into a spiritual house. Such will not be
nice to look at nor valued by man, but it is desirable to God and
is what God is after. God wants living stones built together, not
moving stones that can come and go at will. Each one must ask
himself, “With whom am I being built?” The purpose of the laying
on of hands is to put stones into the church for building. Such
a stone declares, “I have lost my freedom to be an individual.
I am now in the church to be built with others.” That member
can now receive the riches of the Head for the Body. Everything
the Body has, that member now has.

THE GRUHLERS AND THE SPARKSES

The picture above, taken in Jamaica, New York, in 1966
was in the home of Brother and Sister Eugene C. Gruhler
Sr. (to the left) and shows (to the right) Brother and Sister T.
Austin-Sparks.
Referring to the previously mentioned conferences in San
Francisco and Palo Alto with Witness Lee, we all felt that that
had been a tremendous encouragement to us to go on in Los
Angeles. It also intensified the desire within us for a normal
church life.
After continuing on at Westmoreland Chapel in December
15
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1960, little by little some of us were coming to the distinct realization that what we were a part of was not a local church.
We were told that it was presumptuous to say that we were
the church in Los Angeles. We considered, “If we are not the
church, what are we?” What we had experienced there was a
good spiritual ministry, albeit of one man, but no opportunity for
other members to function for the building up of Christ’s Body
(Eph. 4:12, 18) and no ground on which to build.
It was early in May 1962 that Eugene Gruhler Sr. visited us
in Los Angeles. The fellowship with our brother was helpful.
We shared with him all that we had gone through during the
years 1960, 1961, and 1962 and our desire for the normal
church life in Los Angeles. After our thorough fellowship with
our brother he said, “Since it seems you are so clear, why do
you hesitate any longer?” There was a confirming echo within
us. Still, we gave ourselves to much prayer. Every morning at
6:30 we would gather for prayer, Monday through Friday, and
8:00 a.m. on Saturday.
Then, on the Lord’s Day, May 27, 1962, we began to meet for
the Lord’s Table as the church in Los Angeles. We called Brother
Lee to relate to him the stand we had taken to meet on the
ground of the local church. His response was to come and see.

16
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WITNESS AND PAO-YE LEE

After the beginning of the Lord’s Table in May 1962, Witness Lee came to visit us in Los Angeles, July 1-5, 1962. We
met at Samuel Chang’s home, 2303 W. 23rd Street. For the first
message (July 1, 1962, a.m.) Witness Lee ministered on “The
Two Creations” from John 2:19 and 2 Corinthians 4:7-11,
16. He shared that the old creation is without God, without
His nature, and is ours by birth. It will be destroyed by God,
although He created it. The new creation has God within it,
is of His nature, and is ours by rebirth. God’s intention is to
mingle Himself with creation. To do this, He came into human
nature, destroyed the old creation on the cross, and in resurrection brought forth a new creation, the church, His Body,
the new man. This new creation is in our spirit. The troubles
and difficulties we face are because there is still something that
remains of the old creation, something of Adam that needs to
be destroyed. That is our outer man. The way to build up the
church is by tearing down the old man. We see the problems;
God sees the building.
In the second message (July 1, 1962, p.m.), Witness Lee
shared on “The Church Is God’s Purpose” from Matthew 16:1817
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19 and 18:15-20. The redemptive purpose of God is to get
the church which is the main subject of the New Testament.
Satan and the world of Satan are against the church as seen by
the gates of Hades. The keys of the kingdom are given to the
church to counter Satan and his gates. What is the church? It is
not two or three (18:20) or 20 or 100. They may pray together
and meet together, but they are not the church. The church in
the universe is one. It is heavenly, spiritual, and universal. The
expression of that one church on earth must be one in a certain
place. The Spirit will not allow you to establish another church
in a city. If the church does not include all the believers in that
city, it cannot say, “We are the church.”
The third message of Brother Lee (July 3, 1962, p.m.) was
on “The Place Chosen by God” from Deuteronomy 12:3-5 and
16:5-6. God said that every other place was to be torn down
except where His name was. Only at that one place were sacrifices to be offered up. That chosen place was Jerusalem. Only
there could the unity of Israel be kept. Even when it became two
nations, Jerusalem still was the place for God’s temple, God’s
building. This is true even among the Jews today. The foundation
is Christ; that is the lowest part of the building. That is different
from the ground, which refers to the site, a piece of land, the
place where the building is built, a particular city.
The fourth message given by Witness Lee (July 4, 1962, a.m.)
was on “The Practicality of the Church” from Ephesians 2:20-22
and 3:17-19. The natural life is individual in character, whereas
the divine life is corporate. When you are right with God, you
have a thirst for the corporate life. The divine life needs fellowship. Salvation is personal but not individual. Through the
Passover and the Red Sea all of God’s people were saved collectively. God has saved a people, the church, out of the world,
out of Adam’s race. “Come to the church; remain in the Body.
Every blessing is yours.” This includes victory over sin, sanctification, etc. If the church is merely universal, how can I get in?
Where can I bring my problems? We should not join ourselves
to any division. We should join only local Christians. The only
distinction among Christians should be that of locality, e.g., the
church in New York. Spend as much time as you can with the
18
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church, with the Body, with the flock of God. The family life is
the normal life.
The fifth message (July 4, 1962, p.m.) was on “The Corporate
Life” from Ephesians 3:17-19. Our thought is individual; God’s
thought is corporate. Every spiritual blessing is for the church
and is in the church. We “apprehend with all the saints,” not as
individuals. God’s blessing is the greatest where fellowship is not
hindered by wrong teaching, where we stand against our religious
tastes, where we subject ourselves to one another, where we
are open to all the saints, where we believe others, and where
we can pray with others in humility.
Message six was on “The Church Life and the Life of Abraham” (July 5, 1962, p.m.) from Genesis 12:1-9; 22:1-2; and
2 Chronicles 3:1. Abraham had two children: those of the
Old Testament made up of the twelve tribes and those of the
New Testament which is the church represented by the twelve
apostles. New Jerusalem is composed of the twelve tribes of the
Old Testament and the twelve apostles of the New Testament. It
comprises two kinds of people out of Abraham who have to do
with the house of God. God’s purpose in calling out Abraham
was to get a new race for God’s habitation. The life of Abraham
is for God’s house and is for maintaining God’s house. We are
of Adam by natural birth and are of Abraham by rebirth. God
asked Abraham to leave the world and follow Him. The Lord’s
first command to His followers was, “Forsake all.” The son God
gave to Abraham, He asked him to give up. Whatever the Lord
has given, He asks to be given up for God’s house. Abraham
built an altar (“forsake all”) between Bethel (God’s house) and Ai
(ruin). Everything kept in our hands becomes a ruin. Everything
offered to God will produce the house of God.

19
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MEETING PLACE OF THE CHURCH IN LOS ANGELES
AND THE ALL-INCLUSIVE CHRIST CONFERENCE

Brother Lee with some saints in Seattle
(W. Lee, back row, second from left; David Dong,
front row middle; Benjamin Leung, front row right)
It was a Saturday morning in November right after morning
watch that Brother Chang received a call from Witness Lee, who
was in Seattle, Washington, shown in the picture above. We
thought that he had returned to the Far East. He told us that he
felt it was of the Lord to come to Los Angeles. We, of course,
were happy that our brother could come and be with us and
minister the Word. But then Brother Chang asked him how long
he would be able to stay. We were ecstatic when he told us that
the Lord had not allowed him to go back to the Far East but was
directing him to move to Los Angeles. We couldn’t believe what
we had heard. He was leaving a fruitful ministry of 20,000 in
Taipei to meet with about twenty of us in Los Angeles. By the
end of November he had moved. Initially he stayed with the
Changs at 23rd Street. The first meeting with our brother was on
November 30, 1962, in which he spoke on “Consecration and
God’s Plan.” From that time on until the December Conference,
we met every morning at 6:30, as we had before, for prayer, and
frequently in the evenings. Witness Lee spoke on “The Principle
of the Overcomers” from Ezra 1:1-6 and Revelation 12 (December 1, 1962, p.m.); “Classes of People” from Matthew 11:7-11;
22:41-45 (December 2, a.m.); “A Corporate Universal Man”
20
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based upon 1 Corinthians 11:23-25; 10:16-17 (December 2,
p.m.); “Exercise of the Spirit in Prayer and Reading” from John
6:35, 53-58, 60, 63; 4:24 (December 12, p.m.); and “Commanding Prayer” from Isaiah 62:6; 45:11; and Ezekiel 36:37
(December 18, p.m.).
From December 21 (Friday, p.m.) through December 31
(Monday, p.m.), the first conference in the United States with
Witness Lee was held in Los Angeles at 23rd Street on The AllInclusive Christ. The picture below, taken in front of the Changs’
house, shows 51 adults and 12 children, with some missing.
Imagine how crowded it was in this house, with some sitting on
the stairway, in the dining room, in the kitchen, and in the front
hall, as well as in the living room.

Some attendees at conference in 1962,
The All-Inclusive Christ
In this conference Brother Lee presented to us the land of
Canaan as the highest type of “the all-inclusive Christ out of which
and upon which the fullness of Christ, the Church is built.” Three
hymns came out of this conference:
21
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Oh, what a prize! Oh, what a gain!
Christ is the goal toward which I press.
Nothing I treasure, nor ought desire,
But Christ of all-inclusiveness.
My hope, my glory, and my crown
Is Christ, the One of peerlessness.
Hymns, #499, stanza 4.
Oh, what a breadth! Oh, what a length!
The height, the depth unsearchable!
Christ the Lord is unlimited,
So vast, immense, immeas’rable,
All that He is and all He has
Is now our life unspeakable.
Hymns, #500, stanza 3.
The other hymn was “We praise Thee, Lord for Thy great plan,
that we Thy dwelling place may be” (Hymns, #837). The messages released through the speaking of Witness Lee are printed
in the book The All-Inclusive Christ.
This conference with Brother Lee has been described as the
beginning of a new move of the Lord in this country and, to
those of us who attended, it was certainly a milestone in our
Christian life. Never before had the light of revelation in the Old
Testament been so intense and the Bible opened up in such a
way that was so living, fresh, and nourishing. Brother Nee spoke
of the time in the early 1800s when John Nelson Darby joined
with the brothers in Dublin, Ireland, as a release of a torrent of
light (Nee, Orthodoxy, 70). This aptly describes our experience
as Witness Lee spoke those messages.
In the memorial meeting held for Brother Lee on July 9, 1997,
mention was made of his decision to move to Los Angeles in 1962
(A Memorial Biography of Brother Witness Lee, 1998, p. 58):
“In the early 1960s the Lord burdened Brother Lee to move
to America and to bring the recovery to this country. He felt that
America was a leading country of the whole earth and that for
the recovery to spread further, the ministry had to be brought
into the English-speaking world. For a man in his late fifties who
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had lived all his life in the Chinese-speaking world, he was undeterred by the language barrier and he began in 1962 to minister
in America in the English language.”
THE ODD FELLOWS HALL, LOS ANGELES

Beginning in January of the new year, 1963, Witness Lee was
invited to speak in several places in cities around Los Angeles.
In addition to 23rd Street he ministered in Whittier, San Gabriel,
and Reseda. He was also invited to speak in Las Vegas, Nevada,
and Chula Vista (near San Diego), California, during the early
months of 1963.
Christians of various backgrounds heard Witness Lee and were
impressed with how the Lord was ministering to His Body through
our brother. Some had a Pentecostal background (Reseda); some
a Plymouth Brethren background (Whittier). Eventually there was
a desire among the leading ones from Los Angeles, Reseda, and
Whittier to come together once a week for fellowship. The first
such meeting was on Friday evening, January 1, 1963. Brother
Lee realized that with such diverse backgrounds there was the
potential for problems. In A Memorial Biography (58), there is
this comment:
“As most of the saints in the church in Los Angeles then
had come from Christianity, Brother Lee labored to help free
them from their backgrounds which hindered them from
entering into the rich experience of Christ. From saints with
a Pentecostal background who were addicted to speaking in
tongues, to saints from a fundamental background who lived
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a Christless Christian life, Brother Lee helped them to contact
the life-giving Spirit and to experience the transforming work
of the Lord Spirit to be built up as the church, the testimony
of God on the earth.”
Witness Lee met with us each week and always had a word
to share with us. In that first meeting he stressed the following
points:
1. The Lord’s Body in the universe is one.
2. The expression of that Body in any place, e.g., Los Angeles, must keep the oneness by including all the Lord’s children.
3. We should give up whatever does not keep the oneness.
“I would beg you brothers to give up all the different kinds of
opinions and keep the basic things.”
4. What are the basic things?
a. the Lord Jesus as our Savior and life
b. His Body as His expression
c. the Bible as the divine Word of God
d. God is triune
e. Jesus Christ as God incarnated and bodily resurrected
5. What are the minor or secondary things? What are things
we should give up to keep the oneness?
a. head covering
b. means of baptism (immersion, sprinkling, etc.)
6. The Pentecostal movement has included too much maneuvering and human manufacturing.
7. “The Lord’s Body is the best place to be balanced,” or
adjusted, in our mutual relations.
8. If we come together in Los Angeles and keep the oneness, there will be an impact and much blessing from the Lord.
9. Witness Lee gave his experience of speaking in tongues
(1936-38), but stressed its value for the individual rather than
for others (2 Cor. 5:13).
10. In this meeting there were eight brothers from Reseda,
three from Whittier, one from East Los Angeles, and six from
Los Angeles (Witness Lee, Samuel Chang, Ted Wen, Jim
Reetzke,...).
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The second meeting, held in Whittier, was on Saturday,
February 2, 1963, p.m. In this meeting Witness Lee stressed
the following:
1. Those with different backgrounds need more mingling:
serve together, function together, preach the gospel together,....
2. There is the need of a place of meeting where all can
come together for fellowship and the ministry of the Word (1
Cor. 14:23) as well as similar area meetings for prayer and the
Lord’s Table (Acts 2:46).
Each group was represented at this meeting: Reseda, Whittier, and Los Angeles.
The third meeting, held in Glendale, was on Saturday, February 9, 1963, p.m.. Different brothers expressed how they felt.
Brother KH: 1. When we meet we should stress the principle of “variety in unity.” 2. God is after one new man in the
universe. 3. We can trust the Holy Spirit to govern without an
agenda.
Brother FP: Last night many groups came together but all
were one.
Brother BF: We should give ourselves to one another without
reservation as in a marriage.
Brother JM: We need both truth and oneness taking the cross
to keep from stumbling one another.
Brother Lee shared the following:
1. We should receive one another as Christ has received,
even those different from us (Rom. 15:7).
2. Paul had a very liberal attitude, e.g., eating meals and
observing days (Rom. 14) with no judgment of one another and
no uniformity of practice. Uniformity leads to division (e.g.,
Presbyterians, Baptists).
3. With this attitude we will have no difficulty in meeting
together.
4. We need a ministry of Christ according to life, not a
teaching of doctrines (e.g., rapture, tribulation).
5. “In these days the Lord is doing something quite wonderful.”
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The fourth meeting was held in Glendale on February 16,
1963, p.m.
Witness Lee said,
1. We need “the variety in unity rather than the uniformities
in division.” History has taught us this—there is beauty in variety.
2. God has received a brother whether we agree with him
or not (Rom. 14:1-6).
3. Have the same mind toward one another according to
Christ (Rom. 15:1-7).
4. Receive those whom Christ has received without criticism.
Brother JW said, “Let’s all meet together on Sunday morning
and explode all the many churches. This is a practical matter.
Where? When? What to do? We are against the system of dead
Christianity and for a spiritual testimony by Christians. No compromise for the sake of oneness.”
Brother DG said, “There will be a spiritual fight if we shift
from Saturday p.m. to Lord’s Day a.m.”
In the fifth meeting, Wednesday, February 20, 1963, p.m.,
in Glendale, it was decided that the first corporate meeting
would be on March 3 at the International Order of Odd Fellows
Hall (IOOF), Oak and Washington, three blocks west of Harbor Freeway at the junction of the Santa Monica Freeway. The
children’s meeting would be 9:45-10:45 a.m. and the general
meeting at 11:00 a.m.
At this same meeting, Witness Lee gave a detailed exposition
of 1 Corinthians 14:
1. The meeting mentioned here is of the whole church.
2. Believers exercise their gifts given by the Lord and exercise some gifts yet to be given.
3. Each functions to edify others with a hymn, a revelation,
a teaching, a tongue, or an interpretation (verse 26).
4. This is the most important meeting of the church.
5. A meeting for the work is okay occasionally when a
particular brother is present.
6. The meeting is normally in mutuality and not of pulpit
and pew.
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7. The “round table” meeting needs to be recovered.
8. All should prepare for the meeting.
9. The Holy Spirit controls (28).
10. This is a typical meeting of all churches (33) which goes
“back 100% to the early Christians.”
11. This meeting has been commanded by the Lord (37).
12. The Lord’s presence means everything.
The sixth meeting, Saturday, March 2, 1963, p.m., was held
in Glendale. It largely considered practical matters for the meeting the next day and for future meetings: arrangement of chairs
and tables, ushers, hymn books, announcements, offering boxes,
bank account, books for sale, care of children, meetings for training (March 23 and April 6), meetings for conference (local and
national), and gospel preaching.
The next day, the Lord’s Day, March 3, 1963, a.m., was
the first meeting where all the groups came together. We met
for the Lord’s Table followed by a time of mutuality in sharing.
Witness Lee was in New York and missed being there for this
first meeting. However, afterward he received a long-distance
call from a “Brethren” brother who complained to him about
the confusion in the meeting. This brother mentioned the
speaking in tongues, the interpretations, the testimonies, and
the ministry of the Word, but especially he objected to the
playing of the tambourines. To this Brother Lee asked, “What
is the difference between a piano and a tambourine? Both are
used to help in the singing.” In subsequent meetings on the
Lord’s Day, when Witness Lee was there, he ministered the
Word in a rich, clear, and enlightening way. In addition to his
sharing, usually the meetings were like that first meeting in
outward display.
On May 19, 1963, “A Public Statement” was released by
the brothers in Los Angeles to the Christian public stating what
took place in March 1963, what their stand was, and what
their desire was for the Lord’s testimony in that city. It reads
as follows:
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A PUBLIC STATEMENT MADE ON MAY 19, 1963

As we realized the need of a proper expression of the
Body of Christ, we started to meet together to fulfill this
purpose in the Spring of 1962. For an enlarged realization of our vision of the oneness of Christ’s Body, more
of us came to meet together on the Church ground in
Los Angeles in the beginning of March, 1963. We do
not intend to be any kind of new “movement,” but
to practice the unity of the Spirit, a unity with variety,
and the variety versus uniformity, in the way of a local
church. We are not centered around certain truths, but
make Christ, the all-inclusive Head, Himself to be life and
everything to us. We are willing and ready to take in all
the good, sound, scriptural, and spiritual things which the
Lord has given through all generations and is still giving
today to His Body through whatever channel of different
types of His saints; but we would not practice them in
the improper way taken by certain groups, nor would
we identify ourselves with any denomination, sect, or
any sort of Christian movement. We are not exclusive.
We receive all of God’s children as fellow-members of
Christ’s Body regardless of their Christian background;
however, we have no organizational connections with
any of their particular associations, works, activities, etc.
May the Lord’s way be prosperous among His people in
His increase that His testimony through the local expressions of His Church may be established and strengthened
throughout the whole world in these last days to the full
extent of His recovery in the building up of His Body to
the measure of the stature of His fulness by more and
more brothers and sisters being brought into the stream
of His life in the fellowship of the Spirit while He is moving on toward His coming back by having a remnant as
a response to His call for the fulfilling of God’s eternal
purpose.
			
			

The responsible brothers of
the Church in Los Angeles
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In that same month, Witness Lee’s wife, Pao-ye, moved to
Los Angeles on May 22 accompanied by several of their children.
Before, from November 1962 to May 1963, Witness Lee had
been living with the Changs at 23rd Street. Now he and his wife
lived at 3530 W. Adams, Los Angeles, until September 1964
along with Philemon (age 22) and Susanna (15). Four other
children—Joanna (22), Rachel (23), Philip (27), and Timothy
(34)—lived at 430 Westmoreland Avenue in L.A. Both Dorcas
(30) and Phoebe (32) lived at 515 N. Alfred St. in L.A. Four of
the eight children were born in Chefoo, China, one in Tientsin,
China, and one in Shanghai, China. Witness Lee was born August
5, 1904, in Chefoo, and Pao-ye was born November 8, 1917,
in Tung-Ching, China. Brother and Sister Lee were married February 2, 1960, in Taipei, Taiwan. From September 1964 until
October 1964 they lived at 828 N. Benton Way, L.A., and from
November 1964 they lived at 136 N. Edgemont, Apt. 4, L.A.
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SUMMER TRAINING OF 1963

During the summer of 1963 there was both a conference
and a training. For ten days, from June 28 to July 7, Witness
Lee spoke on God’s Building and the New Jerusalem. This
conference was held in Los Angeles at the IOOF Hall. After
this, Witness Lee held the first training in the United States
for six weeks from July 13 until August 24. This took place in
the home of the Reetzkes who lived at 2606 N. Madison, in
Altadena, a city north of Los Angeles along the foothills above
Pasadena. T. Austin-Sparks visited there in the fall of 1959
with those meeting at Westmoreland Chapel. At that time he
prayed and dedicated the house to the Lord. He expressed
the feeling, which he had had for some time, that there was
the need of another place along the foothills in addition to
Glendale where he had previously met. Here other Christians
could meet who were also open to his ministry of A Witness
and a Testimony.
During those six weeks of training, Witness Lee met with the
trainees from Monday evening until Saturday evening except
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for Wednesdays and the Lord’s Days that were for the church
meetings. Brother Lee went into Los Angeles at those times
and we trainees stayed and met together in Altadena for prayer
and the Lord’s Table. There were between 30 and 35 full-time
trainees, most staying at the Altadena house. That number increased to about 70 in the evenings. Morning meetings were
from 9-noon. The afternoons were used for going over the
lessons and other items of homework (and housework). The
evening meetings were from 7-10 p.m. and covered two lessons with a break in between them. The sessions started with
singing and prayer. Note-taking was required. The American
Standard Version was used as it was considered a better translation than the English Revised Version, the Revised Standard
Version, and the King James Version, which was described by
Lee as “too old.”
During the entire six weeks, Witness Lee covered 18 lessons on life, 18 lessons on truth, 6 lessons on the church, and
6 lessons on service. The lessons on life were printed in 1999
in the booklet, Basic Principles of the Experience of Life. The
lessons on truth were partly covered in the booklets A Brief
Definition of the Kingdom of the Heavens (1986) and The
Building of God (1999). The lessons on service were printed
in Basic Principles for the Service in the Church Life (1999). In
addition to those lessons above, Witness Lee covered the book,
God’s Plan of Redemption by Mary McDonough, a “marvelous
masterpiece” (WL). The trainees in the afternoon copied the
twelve charts in this booklet onto 12” x 24” cardboard. Brother
Lee spoke to the trainees from these charts, which he felt to
be “very revealing, giving us a clear vision and impressing us
with God’s plan, His way of redemption, and the way of life.”
It was this sister that gave us the hymn “There’s a Man in the
Glory” (Hymns, #505).
In 1963 Witness Lee started to print and distribute The
Stream magazine, which contained conference and training
messages.
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THE CHURCH IN ALTADENA

The Lord’s Table that was begun on August 8, 1963, in Altadena during the summer training was continued afterwards.
In September of that year, the leading brothers from the various groups decided that each area (e.g., Whittier, Reseda, Los
Angeles) would resume meeting for the Lord’s Table. When
the question came up about Altadena, it was felt that instead
of meeting back in Los Angeles, those in Altadena should go
on meeting as they had during the training. The picture above
of the church in Altadena was taken in the spring of 1965. The
church there continued to meet until 1968, at which time it
consolidated with the church in Los Angeles. That was the year
when many brothers and sisters took part in an international
trip to the Far East.
Witness Lee spoke twice in Altadena during 1964, on May
15 and May 23.
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MEETING HALL ON BONNIE BRAE

In 1964 after the general meetings on the Lord’s Day were
discontinued at the Odd Fellows Hall, except for conferences,
the church in Los Angeles met on Bonnie Brae Street, Los Angeles. Samuel Chang is pictured second from right, and next to
him, to his right, is Witness Lee.
MEETING HALL ON VAN NESS

Early in 1965 the meeting place for the church in Los Angeles
shifted to Van Ness. Here in front of the Van Ness meeting hall
can be seen some of the brothers and sisters who met there at
that time. In the upper, right-hand corner is Samuel Chang. To
his right and below is Witness Lee. To Witness Lee’s right and
below is Kwang-hsi Weigh, and to Brother Weigh’s right is his
wife, Sister Weigh.
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MEETING HALL ON ELDEN

Early in 1966 the meeting place for the church in Los Angeles
moved again, this time to 1101 S. Elden at the corner of 11th
and Elden, Los Angeles. According to Witness Lee, this hall was
purchased from the son of James Taylor, one of the teachers
among the Brethren (The History of the Church and the Local
Churches, 62).

The picture to the
right was taken before
the migrations in 1970
from the church in Los
Angeles. Brother Y.L.
Dong, back row, far left;
Samuel Chang, back
row, third from left;
David Dong, middle
row, second from left;
Lygia Chang, front row,
far left.
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NATURALIZATION OF WITNESS LEE

Witness Lee and Pao-ye Lee submitted their applications on
March 8, 1968, to the Immigration and Naturalization Service
of the United States Department of Justice to become naturalized U.S. citizens.
On April 18, 1968, both Brother and Sister Lee appeared
for a hearing in Los Angeles before that Board. James Reetzke
appeared with Witness Lee and Elizabeth Reetzke appeared
with Pao-ye Lee to testify before the Board to their suitability to
become citizens of the United States.
Both Brother and Sister Lee became citizens on June 14,
1968, in Room 8010 at 300 N. Los Angeles Street, Los Angeles,
CA.
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FUNERAL MEETING OF SAMUEL CHANG

The first five children born into the Chang household to their
mother Hannah Chang were daughters. The third child died in
infancy. The fourth was Charity who was married to Watchman
Nee in 1935. The fifth daughter also died in infancy. The sixth
child was the first son of Hannah, named Samuel. She said of
him, “Samuel, you belong to God.” The next and last child was
a son, John, who died in his youth.
At the funeral meeting for Samuel Chang on Tuesday, November 20, 1984, Witness Lee gave this testimony:
I first met Brother Chang in
1933. He had a real turn to the
Lord in 1954. In 1956, because
of the emphasis he had come to
place on the church life, there was
a real turn in his entire Christian
life. When I met him in 1958 in
Hong Kong, he asked me, “Should
I go to America? Where would be
the proper place if I were to go?”
I said that he should go to Los
Angeles. The next year, Samuel
Chang and Sister Chang went first
to Denver and then to Los Angeles
(July 1959). In 1960, I went to Los
Angeles. At that time, I realized
that Samuel Chang was so clear,
so definite, and so absolute for the
Lord’s recovery and especially for
the church ground. In 1961, I went
back to the United States. By the
end of November 1962, I was so
clear not to go back to the Far East,
but I first called Brother Chang.
He opened his home and he and
his family were one thousand percent for the Lord. He spent every
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cent for the Lord’s recovery. It was through him that the
foundation for the Lord’s recovery was laid. They, both
Brother Chang and his family, were absolutely for the
Lord’s recovery. He saw the ground of the church and
stood for this. He lived a life according to what he saw. It
was while Sister Chang was helping a sister that she passed
away. I never saw a brother so steady according to what
he saw and taught others. There was a power, a divine
authority in what he said. All the churches in the United
States owe him so much. I went to see Brother Chang in
the hospital. When I came back home last Thursday, my
wife called Daniel [Brother Chang’s son]. By midnight on
Friday, he rested in the Lord (November 17, 1984). He
was so much one with me. Both he and James Barber are
victors in the Lord. We are encouraged by their example.
(The above account is from verbatim notes taken by the
author.)
At the same funeral meeting, the family passed out the following letter regarding Samuel Chang:
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